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2)

Step 1. State the Problem.
Define the problem that necessitates the study;
identify the planning team, examine budget, schedule

A4

Step 2. Identify the Goal of the Study.
State how environmental data will be used in meeting objectives and
solving the problem, identify study questions, define alternative outcomes

\ £

Step 3. Identify Information Inputs.
Identify data & information needed to answer study questions

Y.

Step 4. Define the Boundaries of the Study
Specify the target population & characteristics of interest,
define spatial & temporal limits, scale of inference

A4

Step 5. Develop the Analytic Approach.
Define the parameter of interest, specify the type of inference,
and develop the logic for drawing conclusions from findings

I

Decision making
(hypothesis testing)

X

Estimation and other
analytic approaches

4

v

Step 6. Specify Performance or Acceptance Criteria

v

Specify probability limits for
false rejection and false
acceptance decision errors

Develop performance criteria for new data
being collected or acceptable criteria for
existing data being considered for use

A4

A
v

Step 7. Develop the Plan for Obtaining Data

Select the resource-effective sampling and analysis plan
that meets the performance critena
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